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Press Release

Take part in Great Nut Hunt and help save the endangered dormouse 

Please join more than 3,000 people across the country who have already signed up to take part in the Golden Great Nut Hunt  - a nationwide public survey to help save threatened hazel dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) organised by wildlife charity the People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) and  Natural England.

Throughout the winter months the conservation charity is calling on the public to search their local woodlands for tell-tale signs of gnawed hazel nuts, to help determine the distribution status of this rare mammal and the health of our woodlands and hedgerows.  As an added incentive to encourage would-be ‘nutters’ to take part in the survey, PTES has hidden 21 specially-commissioned hazel nuts - 20 solid silver nuts and a single gold-plated nut - across counties in England and Wales to celebrate the 21st anniversary of the National Dormouse Monitoring Programme (NDMP).  

One of the 21 hall-marked hazel nuts was found just before Christmas in  Warwickshire. But there are still 19 silver and one gold-plated nuts to fund.! 

Since the launch of the Golden Great Nut Hunt, several hundred people have sent in hazel nuts for identification by the Chief Nutter and dormouse expert Dr Pat Morris and so far records of 51 sites in 17 counties in England and Wales have been submitted . However We still don’t have any nuts from several counties though so still need plenty more people to take part.

Once widespread in the UK, the dormouse is now an endangered species and vulnerable to extinction. Nationally they have disappeared from more than half of their historic range due to the loss and fragmentation of their habitat, particularly hedgerows, as well as their sensitivity to climate change.  The best indicator of dormouse presence is opened hazel (Corylus avellana) nut shells on the woodland floor.  Dormice open these nuts by making a neat round hole on one side, leaving characteristic toothmarks around the edge of the hole and providing a reliable method for identification.  
To take part in the Great Nut Hunt and receive your free survey pack, call 020 7498 4533 or visit www.greatnuthunt.co.uk .  Survey packs contain more information about the silver and golden nut prizes, species information about the hazel dormouse, a recording form and guides on how to identify hazel tress and nibbled nuts. 

- Ends -

For more information, images or interviews  call Jane Bevan or Susannah Penn 

at Firebird PR on 01235 835297 / 07977 459 547

NOTES TO EDITORS:

· Each hall-marked commemorative hazel nut has been individually hand cast by Oxfordshire-based silversmith John Huddleston, so no two pieces are the same.
· PTES has been involved in dormouse conservation work over the last two decades, in particular monitoring many known dormouse populations through the National Dormouse Monitoring Programme, releasing captive-bred populations into woodlands where they once occurred to try and re-establish this species back in its former range, and encouraging sympathetic hedgerow management. The charity also initiated and continues to coordinate some of the key elements in the hazel dormouse Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). 
· The first Great Nut Hunt was launched in 1993, with over a quarter of a million nuts being found by members of the public. A second survey took place in 2001, when a further 50,000 nuts were found.  Thousands of volunteers took part in these surveys and sent in hazel nuts from over 2,000 sites, helping to identify almost 500 previously unknown woodlands that had dormice present across England and Wales. The overwhelming success of the nut hunts brought the total of known sites nationwide to over 800.
· PTES is a UK conservation charity created in 1977 to ensure a future for endangered species throughout the world. Working to protect some of our most threatened wildlife species and habitats, it provides practical conservation support through research, grant-aid and educational programmes, including wildlife surveys, publications and public events.

· Natural England works for people, places and nature to conserve and enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural, urban, coastal and marine areas. We conserve and enhance the natural environment for its intrinsic value, the wellbeing and enjoyment of people, and the economic prosperity it brings. 
