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Forestry courses on offer at the National School of Forestry

The National School of Forestry in Cumbria has been providing training and education in forestry since the early 1960’s and has forged strong links with the forestry sector.  We have a reputation for delivering focused, practical and relevant training in forestry skills and in forest management.  We can offer you, as woodland owners a range of courses that will provide you with the knowledge and skills required to successfully manage your woodland.  Courses range from NPTC units, delivered as short courses over a few days or a week through to Foundation degrees and BSc degrees in forestry.  There are also opportunities to study Masters degrees in forestry, both full time and part-time with us.

Examples of the short courses we offer leading to NPC certificates include those focused on felling and processing trees but others can be organised through our links with locally based trainers.  Details of these courses can be found in the short course prospectus on pages 43 to 47 available from our web site at:

http://www.cumbria.ac.uk/Courses/Coursesbylevel/ShortCourses2009/InYearAppformsold/BusinessandProfcourses.pdf
For information on prices for 2009-2010 contact Samantha Smith at: Samantha.Smith@Cumbria.ac.uk or by phone on 01768 893649.

If you are interested in acquiring a greater depth of knowledge of forestry in addition to applied woodland skills you might want to think about studying on our FdSc part time, which last year replaced our successful  HND and HNC courses.  This is delivered in four, one-week blocks per year and each module can be studied as a university certificate.  This course is widely used by forestry employers such as the Forestry commission, the Irish Forest Service and forest management companies as staff development.  We have also had a number of woodland owners on the course and one of them made the following comment on the course:

"I own a small commercial conifer woodland in Wales and have just completed the part time HNC in Forestry at Unversity of Cumbria.  I found the course gave me the confidence to manage more of the wood myself rather than relying on an agent, and to debate issues with forestry professionals.  It also gave me the skills to do many practical jobs in the wood myself, such as inventory and beat up.  It is a good blend of informative field trips with structured classroom learning and home study and I found it sufficiently flexible to fit in with my day job." (Current HNC student and woodland owner)
A brief description of the course is available at:

http://www.cumbria.ac.uk/Courses/Coursesbylevel/Foundationdegree2009/ScienceNatResources/NaturalResources/Forestry.aspx
For further information on the Foundation degree please contact Dave Atkinson at:

David.atkinson@cumbria.ac.uk or by phone on 01768 893652.
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